
 

                      Grand Canyon  

Motorized Expeditions 
4 Day Upper Canyon 

      *Please note: This is only meant to be a sample itinerary.  

Activities may vary based on guides decisions as well as weather. 

 

 

 

 

Take a once-in-a-lifetime adventure down the Colorado River at the advantageous pace of our motor rafts.  

Relish in every moment of the 89-mile span of the Grand Canyon from Lees Ferry to Phantom Ranch. Enjoy 

beautiful hikes through side canyons, turquoise rivers, ancient ruins, and pristine swimming destinations. Explore 

Grand Canyon National Park as it is meant to be seen. Experience the sights and sounds of nature in its own 

element. 

 
Sample Itinerary 
 
 Day Before the Rafting Expedition 

Arrive at Cliff Dwellers Lodge in historic Marble Canyon, AZ to begin soaking 

in the desert atmosphere. Shop, relax and enjoy a fantastic meal from the 

Cliffs Restaurant. Get a good night sleep because tomorrow the adventure 

begins! 

 Days One 

Meet our Hatch crew in front of Cliff Dwellers Lodge at 8:30 AM. Listen to a 

short introductory orientation and then load up the vans for a 20 minute 

shuttle ride down to the river. Here you will meet your crew and prepare to 

depart on your expedition. Guides will explain safety on the river and 

introduce you to our S-Rig rafts. Load onto the rafts and away you go to 

begin your grand adventure. Experience your first splash at the Paria Riffle 

and then relax as you float down the beginning of the Grand Canyon. 

Crossing under Navajo bridge will be your last glance at civilization for the 

next few days. Enjoy the tour as guides begin your Grand Canyon education. 

Have lunch on a beautiful white sand beach and experience your first rapids 

of Soap and Badger Creek, House Rock and the Roaring Twenties. 

 Day Two and Three 

You will pass below Vasey’s Paradise and frolic in beautiful Redwall Cavern. 

Hike to ancient Anasazi granaries or up awesome side canyons to 

spectacular sights. Float and frolic in the warm Little Colorado River and see 

experience Hance Rapid up close and personal. You’ll set up camp upriver 

from Phantom Ranch and prepare for your last night in Grand Canyon’s 

wilderness.  

 Day Four 

Wake up early to prepare for your guided hike out of the Canyon via Bright 

Angel Trail. Pack a sandwich for lunch and eat a hearty breakfast because 

you’ll need your energy.  This hike usually takes between 6-8 hours before 

you will arrive back at the South Rim of the Grand Canyon. 

 
See Route 2 on the Map 
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Trip Facts 
Length: 4 Days/ 3 Nights 
Begins: Lees Ferry 
Ends: South Rim of Grand Canyon  
Distance: 89 River Miles 
Boat: S-Rig  
Size: 1 boat- 16 guests, 2 boats- 29 guests 
 

          
“The 2 most memorable adventures I've ever had in my life were my first trip down the Colorado through the Grand Canyon with 

Hatch in 2003, and my second trip down the Colorado through the Grand Canyon with Hatch in 2004. I have photos from  

those trips on the walls of my office and in my memory whenever I need to go back there. Thank you, Hatch!” 

 ~Aubrey L.  

Rates & Dates 
For current availability please visit our website at www.hatchriverexpeditions.com or call our office at 800-856-
8966. We generally recommend booking trips, especially larger parties, about a year in advance. 
 

Rate Includes 
 Complimentary stay the night before your launch at Cliff Dwellers Lodge 

 National Park entrance fee if you do not have a valid park pass 

 Complimentary Hatch carabineer and mug 

 All meals and beverages during rafting trip excluding alcohol and soda  

 All camping gear: Camp chair, 3-person tent for 2, sleep kit (ground cloth, cot, sleeping bag with sheet, 

pillow) 

 Use of 2 dry bags for you gear “day” and “night” 

 Bright Angel Trail Guide 

 Guided hike up the Bright Angel Trail to the South Rim of the Grand Canyon at the end of the trip 
 

Lodging 
Lodging the evening before your trip launch is included in the cost of your 

expedition. You will be staying at historic Cliff Dwellers Lodge located in Marble 

Canyon, AZ. The hotel is located at the base of the majestic Vermillion Cliffs and 

also right next door to our Hatch River Expeditions warehouse. Cliff Dwellers 

Lodge is conveniently located only 20 minutes from Lees Ferry (the launch point 

for the rafting adventure). Lodging is based on a double occupancy. There is a 

nominal fee for single rooms (limited availability). We will take care of room 

bookings for you but if you have any questions about the restaurant or fishing in 

the area please feel free to contact them directly. 

Cliff Dwellers Lodge                               800-962-9755/928-355-2261                        www.cliffdwellerslodge.com          

http://www.hatchriverexpeditions.com/
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Transportation to Marble Canyon 
 Phoenix or Flagstaff, AZ to Grand Canyon (South Rim) Option* 

You may rent a car from Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (PHX) or 
Flagstaff Pulliam Airport (FLG), and drive yourself to the South Rim. Remember, you 
will be charged an entrance fee into the park. You may park your rental car at the 
Bright Angel Trailhead or Backcountry Parking Lot. 
 

South Rim to Cliff Dwellers:  
$ You need to reserve in advance a Trans-canyon Shuttle from the South Rim to Cliff 
Dwellers Lodge.  In general, check in at 1:00 PM daily at the Bright Angel Lodge 
lobby for a 1:30 PM departure. You will arrive at Cliff Dwellers Lodge at 
approximately 4:15 PM. The shuttle costs approximately $70 per person one way.  
 

The 4-day Upper Canyon trip ends at the top of the rim & your car will be waiting for 
you.  This option is beneficial if you need to travel the day you exit the canyon.    
Trans-canyon Shuttle      (928)638-2820     www.trans-canyonshuttle.com 
 

$$ If you are arriving later than 1:00 PM at the South Rim, you may also arrange a 
private shuttle. 
Betty Price                              (928) 355-2252                                 End of Trail Shuttle 
  

 Driving to Marble Canyon, AZ Option* 
If you drive your personal vehicle to Cliff Dwellers Lodge, you may park your car 
between Cliff Dwellers & the Hatch warehouse for the duration of your trip.   
 

South Rim to Cliff Dwellers:  
$ Arrange in advance a ride back from South Rim to Cliff Dwellers Lodge, after your 
hike out, with Betty Price (see above information). Allow yourself until at least 3 
p.m. that day to exit the canyon. 
 

 From Las Vegas, NV to Marble Canyon, AZ Transportation Option 
If you fly or drive into Las Vegas, Nevada (LAS) the day before your trip, you have two options:  
 

$$$ Schedule a flight into Marble Canyon.  Bar 10 Ranch arranges these flights for you via Vision  

Air. In general, meet a Bar 10 employee at 2:45 PM at McCarran International Airport level zero, located 
below the baggage claim, for a 40-minute van shuttle to the North Las Vegas Airport.  Depart between 4:00-
4:30 PM. The flight with Vision Air to Marble Canyon takes approximately one hour. Between 5:00-5:30 PM, 
a Hatch employee will pick you up at the Marble Canyon airstrip and drive you approximately 10 minutes 
to Cliff Dwellers Lodge.  Please note: There is a 10-person minimum for flights.  
 

$$ Schedule an executive van shuttle from LAS or local Las Vegas hotels to Cliff Dwellers Lodge through 
Bar 10 Ranch.  In general, meet the van at 12:45 PM at McCarran International Airport level Zero, located 
below the baggage claim, for a scenic, five-hour van ride including a quick restroom break to purchase 
beverages for your rafting trip and stretch your legs. Please note: There is a 5-person minimum for shuttles.  
Bar 10 Ranch    (800) 582-4139      www.bar10transport.com 
 

 Las Vegas, NV Return Transportation 
 

$$$      If you want to return to Las Vegas after your trip, you can take a taxi** from the South Rim to the 
Grand Canyon Airport for a flight back to Las Vegas. In general, the flights from Grand Canyon Airport to 
North Las Vegas are at 10:45 AM and 3:30 PM. Make advance reservations with Bar 10 Ranch, whose 
personnel arrange these flights via Vision Air.   
 

** Once you complete your hike, you will need to call a taxi from a phone in one of the lodges. They are on 
call 24 hours.  The number for the taxi is (928) 638-2822.  Charge is a minimum $10 for 1-2 people + $5 for 
each additional person. No charge for children 16 and under if accompanied by an adult. The taxi accepts 
CASH ONLY. 

http://www.trans-canyonshuttle.com/
http://www.bar10transport.com/
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Typical Day 
Days on the river begin at dawn or earlier. The boatmen will ingeniously use the 

“coffee call” as the first sign that it is time to wake up. Smells of delicious breakfast 

may creep into your tent luring you out and persuading you it is time to crawl out 

of bed. Hot breakfasts are the norm with eggs cooked to order and a continental 

breakfast option as a lighter fare. 
 

After breakfast it is time to pack up camp and get moving. Form a “fire line” with 

your fellow guests and work as a team to load the boats. You will be amazed how 

quickly camp can be taken down when everyone works together with our great 

guides as your leaders. Need help? Just ask! If your physical abilities limit your 

capacity to lift and load, that’s no problem either. Throughout the morning, the 

guides will prepare you for the day ahead and inform you of what adventure lies 

just around the river bend.  
 

Once the gear is loaded, you are welcome to hop aboard our sturdy and reliable S-

Rig rafts and get ready for some thrills. After breakfast, the typical day begins with 

a few hours of rafting and rapids. If you are ready to get up close and personal with 

those waves sit towards the front of the raft or in the “bath tub”. If you prefer a 

more mellow experience sit towards the back near the boatmen in the “tea room”. 

Either way these rapids will awe you with their enormity and awesomeness. 
 

We usually stop every few hours to discover a pristine swimming destination or get 

a bit more active with a side canyon hike. Some of the hikes are more strenuous 

than others but our thoughtful guides will make you aware of what is to come. 

Many of our guests tell us that their favorite parts of the trip are the destinations at 

the end of some of the side hikes. After some fun in the morning lunch will be 

served picnic style on a sandy beach where you may eat, relax and enjoy the sights.  
 

After lunch, there is more exploring to do and likely some more thrilling rapids 

ahead. After a day filled with adventure we usually pull into camp in the early 

afternoon so as to provide ample time for relaxation. We once again form a fire line 

but this time it is to unload the boats. Then you are off to set up your own camp. 

There will be demonstrations of camp setup on the first evening but you will be 

responsible to set up on subsequent nights. Relax and enjoy the sounds of the river, 

play on the beach or kick back with a good book as the guides prepare appetizers 

for you to munch on before dinner.  
 

The food on our river trips is excellent and well rounded. Dinner is often a highlight 

of the day with entrees such as fresh fish, grilled steaks or barbequed chicken 

breasts. Vegetarian and other options will be accommodated to the best of our 

ability just make sure to discuss it with our office staff when making a reservation. 

Leave room for dessert, though, because our Dutch oven cakes and brownies will 

blow you away.  
 

After dinner it is off to your camp site where our comfortable sleep kit, including a 

ground cloth, camp cot, sleeping bag with sheet and standard sized pillow, will 

come in handy when you are ready to drift off. Get a good night sleep because there 

are more thrills tomorrow and daybreak comes early! 

Just go. Go for the 

spectacular and the often 

surreal found nowhere else 

on this planet. Go to push 

your boundaries. Go to 

meet people who within 

three days, will feel like 

family. Go for the nights 

of complete utter quiet, 

punctuated by the canyon 

wren’s song. Go for the 

fresh-grilled gourmet 

meals that you don’t have 

to cook. Go for the 

college-level lectures on 

geology, history and native 

culture. Go because you 

love rafting. Go because 

you’ve never been rafting. 

Go to find your path. Just 

go.” 

~Janice M.  
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As you can see our rafting expeditions are all inclusive. Here at Hatch we like to 

think of our guests as a part of our river rafting family and nothing is more 

rewarding than sharing Grand Canyon with our family. The pace of a motorized 

expedition allows for the more sights, sounds and experiences in a shorter time. 

Roller-coaster rapids, spectacular blue side streams, and unbelievable ancient 

Anasazi ruins create the perfect combination of wondrous sights and epic thrills  

for our guests.  

 

Camping with Hatch River Expeditions 
Our goal is to accommodate our guests in their needs ranging from the experienced hiker to the first time camper. 

Your own personal gear should be your only concern because all sleeping gear will be provided. 
 

Camping gear proved by Hatch: 

 Camp chair 

 Easy to set up 3-person tent for 2 guests, though many of our guests prefer to sleep under the stars. 

 Sleep kit including a ground cloth, cot, freshly laundered sleeping bag with sheet and standard sized pillow 
 

Toilet Facilities 

A portable toilet will be set up first thing in camp and will be the last thing taken down before leaving camp. It is set 

up in a more remote area to provide privacy. Our guides will review with you how the bathrooms work on the first 

day of your trip. 

 

Hatch’s Motorized S-Rig Raft 
Over the decades, we have taken pride in modifying our custom whitewater rafts to provide guests with the 

maximum in comfort, safety, thrills and cargo capacity. 

 

Our Motor rigs are over 35’ in length and 16’ wide and are exceptionally capable craft suited for all water levels 

and conditions experienced in Grand Canyon. They are stealthily powered by 30-horsepower, four-stroke motors 

that meet the EPA’s stringent emissions standards. Even better, they are so quiet that most of the time you don’t  

hear them. 
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General Information 
Physical Requirements 

We’ve hosted guests from 9 to almost 90. There’s a Hatch river trip for just about everyone. But remember, a river 

trip is an active vacation—it can be challenging to adjust to the physical conditions, including heat, cold, elevation, 

weather, water and sand. Being in good physical condition will enhance your enjoyment of the trip. Our extensive 

experience running rafting expeditions has provided us with the knowledge that some factors can provide guests 

with a more difficult experience than others. Those factors include age, weight, lack of conditioning and heart or 

other diseases. Please review our Visitor Acknowledgement of Risk form for more specific information.  
 

Here are some minimum requirements you must be able to meet to safely enjoy your journey through the Canyon: 

 Able to fit into a Type 5 Life Jacket (max chest size 52”) 

 Ability to hold on to the raft while going through whitewater. Ropes are provided throughout the raft for hand holds. 

 Capable of climbing onto and off of the raft. There will be about a 2 foot step up/down from the raft to the beaches. 

Please note that some surfaces may be wet and slippery. 

 Comfortable walking on uneven terrain. Most trails in Grand Canyon are not regularly maintained. Also sand beaches 

are the norm for camp sites so make sure you are comfortable walking across the sand.  

 Able to carry your own personal gear to and from camp. The maximum weight for personal gear is 25 pounds.  
 

We are happy to accommodate a wide range of physical challenges and medical conditions. Neither previous 

whitewater experience nor swimming ability is required. Please contact our office so we can assist you personally 

with any concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Payment and Cancellation Policies 

To book a trip you can do so online or by calling our office at 800-856-8966. We require a $300 non-refundable 

deposit per person at the time of booking. The balance will be due 120 days prior to the launch date. We accept all 

major credit cards as well as cash or checks. We also offer payment plans and we can tailor them to fit your needs. 
 

The balance of your trip is refundable up to the balance due date 120 days prior to the launch less a 5% processing 

fee and $300 deposit. If you must cancel within 120 days of the launch, the cost of the trip is completely non-

refundable. To cancel a trip we require the request for cancellation in writing. This policy applies in every instance. 

Hatch River Expeditions is not responsible for expenses incurred due to travel delays or cancellations or illness.  
 

We strongly suggest purchasing travel insurance to protect your vacation investment. Check out their cancellation 

policy and decide if you need to add “cancel for any reason” to the policy you select. The company we recommend 

can also waive pre-existing medical conditions in case of cancellation or evacuation if you purchase within 21 days 

of paying the deposit.  
 

Travel Insured        800-243-3174     www.travelinsured.com    Agent Number: 47045 

Notice: Hiking in Grand Canyon 

 Hiking in the Grand Canyon is a strenuous and potentially dangerous activity suitable for only 

those in excellent physical condition. If you have any history of ankle, knee, hip or other joint 

problems, asthma or heart-related problems, or have recently undergone surgery, please 

consult your physician before attempting hiking into – or out of the Canyon. Temperatures 

typically exceed 100 degrees Fahrenheit in the summer months. Physical training before 

your trip is essential. 

 Given that this is a group activity, it is important that you are physically able to participate 

with the group and be on time. Remember that your actions can affect the group experience.  

 Everyone who hikes in the Canyon for the first time reports that it was more difficult 

than they expected. There are no easey trails into or out of the Grand Canyon. 

 

 

http://www.travelinsured.com/
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Day Gear 
 Small backpack or camelback for hikes 

 Rain Gear- 2 piece  

- Those splashes are cold so 2 piece rain  

gear is a must. No ponchos please 

 Swimsuit  

- Great to wear under clothing. We recommend a 2 piece for 

women for logistical reasons. 

 Sunscreen 

 SPF Lip Balm 

  2 Unbreakable water bottles with clip or carabineer 

 Recreational sport sandals 

- Example: Chaco or Teva. Break them in pre-trip 

 Lightweight, synthetic hiking shoes 

- Pair with socks for the hikes when sandals won’t  

- cut it.  

 Neoprene or Quick dry Socks  

- Great to wear under sandals to keep water out 

 Sunglasses with retention string 

- Polarized if your eyes are sensitive 

 Sun hat with retention clip 

 Medication needed during daytime 

Optional 

 Waterproof or waterproofed camera 

- Extra memory & battery power 

- Battery charging may be available 

 Gloves for sun protection/hot rocks 

 Bandana or Buff 

 

Night Gear 
 Medium soft-sided duffle bag  

 Quick-dry shorts 

 Lightweight long pants  

 T-shirt’s  

- Light weight, moisture wicking. Not cotton 

 Long-sleeve shirt 

 Underwear 

 Lightweight fleece jacket 

 Pajamas 

 Headlamp or flashlight with extra batteries 

 Government-issued photo I.D. (18+), Credit & Insurance 

Card (In case of medical evacuation) 

 Cash or personal checks for Phantom Ranch & Bar 10 

purchases, Taxi at South Rim (Upper & Lower Trips), 

Gratuities - Guide gratuity is greatly appreciated & at your 

discretion. A suggested guideline is 8-10% of your trip 

cost. Cash & checks (made out to your head boatman) 

should be given to the trip leader who will divide it equally 

among the crew. We cannot accept credit cards. 

 Camp towel 

 Medication 

- If you have systemic anaphylactic reaction to food or 

insect stings, please consider carrying your own EPI-kit 

 Toiletries  

- Very Important: Good lotion & hand salve for 
dryness in the Canyon; Toothbrush, toothpaste & 
dental floss; soap; biodegradable shampoo & 
conditioner; deodorant; feminine hygiene products; 
baby wipes; contact solution (due to elements, 
disposable contacts or glasses are recommended); 
tissues; Ladies only: female urinal or pee pod  

Optional 

 Sarong or other cover-up 

 Comfortable camp footwear 

 Comfortable cotton clothing (socks, t-shirts) 

 

 

 Night Dry Bag (provided 

by Hatch): Also at orientation, 

Hatch will provide you with a water-

resistant dry bag for your night gear. 

This bag is 18” in diameter and 

31” tall for a total volume of 127 L. 

This bag will contain your sleeping 

bag, pillow, sheet and ground cloth. 

You will place your medium sized 

duffel bag directly on top of these 

items in the bag. You will then roll 

down the top of the bag and clip it 

closed to keep gear from getting wet. 

You will have access to this night 

bag only at camp. 

 

Motorized Trip Gear Checklist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day Dry Bag (provided by 

Hatch): At your orientation, Hatch 

will provide you with a water-resistant 

dry bag for your day gear. This bag 

is 8” in diameter and 20” tall for a 

total volume of 16 L. Inside this bag 

you will want to place your small 

backpack and any items you will 

want available to you on the raft 

including rain gear, camera, 

sunscreen, etc. Your day gear will be 

secured next to you for ready access 

on the boat but remember this bag is 

not a backpack to be used on your 

day hikes. 
 

 

 

Please Note: Personal gear (Day + Night) is limited to 25lbs per person due to aircraft regulations & raft space. 
 

For the Hike-Out: 
 You may want to bring a medium sized, internal-frame backpack instead 

of the medium duffel bag for carrying your gear in or out of the Canyon. 
Contemplate using Hatch’s duffel service to lighten your load. Call for 
details. 
 Consider hiking boots, good socks & collapsible hiking poles for the hike.  

 We recommend a minimum of 3 one quart water bottles for the hike. 
More if you prefer. 
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Items provided by Hatch River Expeditions 
 Use of water-resistant dry bag (18”x31”) for sleep kit and personal duffle bag 

 Use of water-resistant day dry bag (8”x20”) for your personal items and backpack 

 Carabineer 

 All eating utensils and souvenir Hatch mug 

 All meals and beverages during your rafting trip excluding soda & alcohol 

 Camping gear for use on the river  
 *Please note that the guides will demonstrate camp setup at the first camp but you will be responsible for setup on subsequent evenings. 

- 3 person tent for 2 people 

- Camp Chairs 

- Sleep Kit including a camp cot (rated for 250lbs), freshly laundered sleeping bag and sheet, 

standard sized pillow, and ground cloth 

Beverages 
We will always have water and either lemonade or Gatorade available on the boat and at camp. Coffee, tea, juice 

and milk will be served with breakfast. Additional drinks may be purchased and brought on the rafting trips. You 

can pre-order drinks with the Beverage Order Sheet from Cliff Dwellers Lodge or you may purchase and bring your 

own. Clients are responsible for picking up their beverage orders from Cliff Dwellers the morning of their trip. 

Please avoid bringing any glass bottles. To keep your drinks cool, you will pull out what you want for the day and 

will put them in mesh drag bags attached to the boat. Consider labeling them as your own. 
 

Valuables 
As noted above, you will want to bring photo ID (18+), credit card, insurance card and cash/check for gratuities. All 

other valuables should be left safely at home. 
 

Weather 

 
Weather in the canyon can sometimes be unpredictable. Please note that springtime can be quite windy. Though it 

is usually quite warm there is always the possibility of cold weather or thunderstorms. Thunderstorms, or 

monsoons, can happen anytime throughout the day and often they pass within 15 minutes. That being said, being 

prepared is still very important. We recommend checking the weather in the days leading up to your trip (Try 

weather.gov and type in Phantom Ranch, AZ or Indian Garden, AZ).  
 

April, May & September are colder months so consider these items if you are booked during those times: 

 Stocking Cap or Beanie 

 Mid to heavy weight fleece jacket 

 Long underwear (either polypropylene or wool for their quick dry properties) 

 
Please Note: This list is intended to be used only as a guide. Some 

guests might prefer to skip some items or to bring others instead. If you 

are unsure at all, please call or email our office staff with ANY questions 

you may have.  

Check out our Pinterest Board for gear suggestions:  
http://pinterest.com/hatchriver/great-gear-stuff/ 


