Pre-Trip Checklist


Read this trip packet thoroughly. Please note that there are physical requirements for a Grand Canyon
River Trip. Guest are responsible for understanding the nature of the expedition, what Hatch provides
for guests, and what Hatch expects of guests to ensure a great trip. To find additional information,
please refer to the documents included in this Trip Packet, also available online at:
http://www.hatchriverexpeditions.com/expeditions



Fill out Personal Information Sheet and Acknowledgment of Risk Forms and return via email, fax or
mail to Hatch River Expeditions immediately upon receiving this packet in the mail. They will be due 30
days after making a reservation.



Purchase travel insurance within 21 days of paying the deposit. We cannot stress enough the
importance of travel insurance as deposits are completely non-refundable and the balance is nonrefundable within 120 days of the launch date. This policy applies in every situation and there will be no
exceptions made for any reason. Our preferred travel insurance provider is Travel insured. Please
contact them at 800-243-3174 or www.travelinsured.com.



Lower Canyon Trips - Book hotel reservations at the South Rim of the Grand Canyon. Your hike in to
the Canyon begins at 5:00am inside Bright Angel Lodge so you will need to book a room the night
before the trip. Contact Xanterra at 888-297-2757 or visit their website at
http://www.grandcanyonlodges.com/lodging/. We recommend booking a year in advance.



Make transportation arrangements. See the Transportation and Lodging Sheet for more details
relating to your specific trip.



Final payment is due 120 days prior to your launch date. If your due date is over the weekend, we can
push the due date to the following Monday for your convenience.



Ensure risk forms are signed and submitted. These can be signed online at the link provided when
making a reservation or printed, signed and either emailed, faxed or mailed back to Hatch River
Expeditions.



Submit your Beverage Order Form to Cliff Dwellers Lodge at least 6 weeks prior to your launch date.



Review the Gear Checklist and FAQs to begin planning what items will need to be purchased and
broken in or tested prior to the river trip.



Lower Canyon Trips – Review Duffel Service Form. If you will be using this option, please let Hatch
know in advance. Make sure duffels arrive at the Hatch Warehouse using UPS 2-3 days prior to your
trip’s launch date. Please note the launch date is different from the hike-in date.



Begin physical conditioning. Additional training may be required for guests on the Upper/Lower Canyon
trips who will be hiking Bright Angel Trail. Begin training soon after making a reservation. Pre-trip
conditioning will aid in the camping experience. Most campsites are either sandy beaches or rocky
ledges. Guests are responsible for carrying their own gear as well as setting up camp so being
physically fit will enhance this experience tremendously.
Also, advance conditioning for the desert terrain can enhance enjoyment as well as the ability to see
some of the hidden gems the Canyon has to offer. Hiking trails are not regularly maintained and often
include elevation gain, rocky terrain end even stream crossings.

Physical Requirements &
Pre-Trip Conditioning
Physical Requirements
We have hosted guests from 9 to almost 90. There’s a Hatch river trip for just about everyone. But
remember, a river rip is an active vacation—it can be challenging to adjust to the physical conditions,
including heat, cold, elevation, weather, water and sand. Being in good physical condition will enhance
your enjoyment of the trip. Our extensive experience running rafting expeditions has provided us with the
knowledge that some factors can provide guests with a more difficult experience than others. Those factors
include age, weight, lack of conditioning and heart or other diseases. Please review our Visitor
Acknowledgement of Risk form for more specific information.
Here are some minimum requirements you must be able to meet to safely enjoy your journey:
 Able to fit into a Type 5 Life Jacket (max chest size 58”)
 Ability to hold onto the raft while going through whitewater. Ropes are provided throughout the raft for
hand holds.
 Capable of climbing onto and off of the raft. There will be about a 2 foot step up/down from the raft to
the beaches. Please note that some surfaces may be wet and slippery.
 Comfortable walking on uneven terrain. Trails in Grand Canyon are not regularly maintained. Also sand
beaches are the norm for camp sites so make sure you are comfortable walking across the sand
inclines.
 Able to carry your own personal gear to and from camp. The maximum weight for personal gear is 25
pounds.
We are happy to accommodate a wide range of physical challenges and medical conditions. Neither
previous whitewater experience nor swimming ability is required. Please contact our office so we can assist
you personally with any concerns.
Pre-Trip Conditioning
Preparing in advance for the desert terrain can enhance enjoyment as well as ability to see some of the
hidden gems the Canyons has to offer. Hiking trails are not maintained and include elevation gain, rocky
terrain and even stream crossings. It’s worth it to see that spectacular waterfall or phenomenal slot canyon.
Remember that all hikes are optional (except the Bright Angel Trail hike for Upper/Lower Canyon
passengers).
Conditioning pre trip will also aid in the camping experience. Most campsites are either sandy beaches or
rocky ledges. Guest are responsible for carrying their own gear as well as setting up camp so being
physically fit will enhance this experience tremendously.
 Find local hiking trails with elevation gain and loss
 Exercise with incline on the machines and take the stairs at work to prep for incline changes
 Walk and hike on uneven terrain to prepare for the rocky trails in the Canyon
 Purchase and break in hiking shoes or cross training shoes ahead of time to avoid blisters.
 Get in the habit of drinking water throughout the day – It’s good for health overall but mandatory on the
river.
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Personal Information Sheet
PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION FOR SINGLE PARTICIPANTS, COUPLES, OR FAMILIES RESIDING AT
THE SAME ADDRESS. RETURN WITHIN 30 DAYS OF MAKING RESERVATION.
Fax: 928-526-4703  Email: info@hatchriverexpeditions.com  Mail: 5348 E Burris Lane  Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Guest Confirmation #_________
Launch Date______________ Hike-In Date ______________
Address___________________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________________
State _________ Postal Code________________
Cell Phone_______________________________
Email____________________________________
1. Please list full legal names, birth date(s), weights (required), and postal codes for your party
below:
First
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Last
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________

Date of Birth Weight
Postal Code
___________ ___________ ____________
___________ ___________ ____________
___________ ___________ ____________
___________ ___________ ____________
___________ ___________ ____________

Our charter flight partner requires a limit of NO MORE than 25 pounds of personal gear per person. This
applies to flights at the beginning and end of the trip.

2. Please provide us with an emergency contact (someone NOT on the river with you):
Name: _______________________________ Relationship: _______________________________
Cell Phone: __________________________ Home Phone: _______________________________
3. Will you or anyone in your party be using the Hatch UPS Duffel Service? __________ If so please
contact our office staff for details at 800-856-8966 and we will give you a separate Duffel
Service Form to accompany your bag. You will need to UPS your bag to the Hatch
Warehouse. It needs to arrive 2-3 days before your trip launch date. Your bag will meet you
with the raft at the bottom of the canyon.
*Please note: Your launch date is different from the date you hike in to the Canyon. Our office staff will provide you
with launch date but please give us a call if you have any questions.

4. Does your party have a beverage order at Cliff Dwellers Lodge that Hatch needs to pick up
before your boat launches at Lees Ferry? YES______ NO_____ Contact Cliff Dwellers Lodge
directly with questions. Hatch is not responsible for incomplete orders.
5. Please indicate with an “X” the appropriate travel plans for those listed:
Arriving at South Rim the night before your hike in and staying at which facility:
_____El Tovar _____Kachina _____Maswik _____Bright Angel _____Other (please specify)
Please note: All Lower Canyon participants will be accompanied into the Grand Canyon by a
Hatch guide. You will need to check in with your guide at exactly 5:00 AM the morning of your
hike in front of the fireplace at Bright Angle Lodge (unless you specify other arrangements).
6. At trip’s end, do you wish to be flown back to:
_____Las Vegas, NV
_____South Rim, Grand Canyon
Hiking in the Grand Canyon is a strenuous and potentially dangerous activity suitable for only those in excellent
physical condition. If you have any history of ankle, knee, hip or other joint problems, asthma or heart-related
problems, or have recently undergone surgery, please consult your physician before attempting hiking into the
canyon. The Bright Angel Trail includes rough, rocky terrain with significant vertical exchange and temperatures can
often exceed 100 degrees Fahrenheit. Physical training prior to your hike is essential.
PLEASE NOTE: The airline requires all passengers 18 and older present a valid government-issued photo ID upon
boarding the airplane at Bar 10 Ranch.
(Continued)

7. Do you or any member of your party experience food allergies or have dietary restrictions?
Allergies Note: Even minor food allergies must be detailed. We take anaphylactic reactions very seriously and
must be informed of all potential allergens. Please note that epinephrine is only available by prescription and thus
not something we can stock in our first aid kits. Bring your own supply (we recommend at least two) and discuss
with your physician prior to your launch date as we may require a doctor’s note on file. For those who list allergies:

Will you be bringing your own epi-pen? Yes/No (circle)
Please initial here that you have read this statement. _____
Please list name(s) of person(s) with any special diet restrictions or food allergies.

For allergies, please detail the reaction as well.

Vegetarians please specify no red meat, fish, dairy, eggs or vegan.

Please do not list any dietary preferences (likes/dislikes)
Name
Diet Restrictions or Food Allergies (ex: Nut allergy or vegetarian)
________________________ ____________________________________________________
________________________ ____________________________________________________
________________________ ____________________________________________________
Dietary Restrictions Note: Due to the nature of this trip, we cannot guarantee an environment free of crosscontamination. Discuss your needs with our staff when making a reservation. Vegetarian & other options will be
accommodated to the best of our ability considering our storage, equipment limitations and time restrictions as it
can reduce time exploring the river. Guests with serious conditions such as Celiac Disease should consider bringing
or shipping dietary supplements for the trip and contact our office staff to ensure storage space on the raft. We
cannot guarantee food requests made within 30 days of your launch date. For those who list dietary restrictions:

Please initial here that you have read this statement. _____
8. Do you have any special occasions you are celebrating while on the river?
__________________________________________________________________________________
9. Please list the name(s) of person(s) with any disabilities, medical conditions, or allergies. This
could be anything from diabetes, limited vision, hearing impairment, or medication for
hypertension, etc.
Please remember – Guides are Wilderness First Responder and CPR certified. This certification allows them to
stabilize and transport. Guides cannot administer medication or provide medical attention beyond their scope.
Please consider this when booking a trip if you have any serious medical conditions or allergies, as there is no
immediate access to emergency services in Grand Canyon.

Name
________________________
________________________
________________________

Disability / Condition / Medications
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Hike in: We will provide you with a sack lunch and water for your hike. At least three quarts of water are required
for hiking out of the canyon. If you bring your hydration pack, make sure you bring a spare water bottle(s) as a
backup. Each bottle should have a strap or you must be able to carry it in your pack for hands-free hiking.
Though a guide will be hiking with your group, you will be responsible for hiking out of the canyon and carrying
your own equipment. Please anticipate hiking most of the day and plan travel logistics accordingly.

Please read the following statements and sign below:




The information I have provided is accurate to the best of my knowledge. If any changes occur, I
will contact the office immediately and with ample time to accommodate changes.
I am aware that a rafting trip in Grand Canyon has physical requirements and is an active
vacation. I have discussed any concerns with both my doctor and the Hatch office staff.
I understand and accept the cancellation policy. The deposit is completely non-refundable and
non-transferrable. My trip balance is non-refundable within 120 days of my launch date. Any
refunds made before 120 days prior are subject to a 5% processing fee. This policy applies in every
situation and no exceptions will be made for any reason. I also understand that trip insurance is
highly recommended to cover any unexpected circumstances.

Signature of Group Leader ________________________________ Date ____________________

THIS FORM MUST BE:
1. FILLED OUT AND SIGNED – ONE PER PERSON TRAVELING
2. RETURNED TO OUR OFFICE WITH YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION SHEET 45 DAYS BEFORE DEPARTURE

VISITOR’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RISK
In consideration of the services of HATCH RIVER EXPEDITIONS, INC, their officers, agents, employees, and
stockholders, and all other persons or entities associated with those businesses (hereinafter collectively referred to as
“HATCH RIVER EXPEDITIONS”), I agree as follows:
Although HATCH RIVER EXPEDITIONS has taken reasonable steps to provide you with appropriate equipment and/or
skilled guides so you can enjoy an activity for which you may not be skilled, we wish to remind you that this activity is not
without risk. Certain risks cannot be eliminated without destroying the unique character of this activity. The same
elements that contribute to the unique character of this activity can be cause of loss or damage to your equipment,
accidental injury or illness or, in extreme cases, permanent trauma or death. We do not want to frighten you or reduce
your enthusiasm for this activity, but we think it is important for you to know in advance what to expect and to be informed
of the inherent risks. The following describes some, but not all of those risks:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Heat-related risks (i.e., sunburn, heat exhaustion, heat stroke, dehydration, burns caused by contact with hot objects,
and hyponatremia).
Injuries, damage, or loss incidental to whitewater rafting, including exposure to sun, water, wind, wet surfaces, and
turbulence; including the possibility of a raft overturning or a passenger falling from the raft.
Injuries, damage, or loss incidental to hiking and camping in backcountry areas; including slips, falls, and contact with
harmful plants, insects, or animals.
Unavailability of medical facilities or personnel, evacuation delays due to remoteness of area or circumstances
beyond our control.
Natural disasters such as rock falls or flash floods.
Travel delays due to equipment problems, natural disasters, adverse weather conditions, or water-flow related issues.
Infection from air or waterborne virus or bacteria.
Emotional distress or trauma from any of the above.
Etc.

Whitewater rapids will be encountered. You can be jolted, jarred, bounced, thrown to and fro, and shaken about during
rides through some of the rapids. It is possible that you could become injured if you come in contact with food boxes,
storage containers, or other fixed equipment necessary to the operation of the expedition and the outfitting of the raft.
Rafts could be turned over and you could be washed overboard. You could slip and fall while hiking in wilderness terrain
where trails are generally not maintained, and may involve considerable exposure. Rafts are slippery when wet, and
accidents can occur while getting on and off the raft, resulting in damage to equipment or personal injury. Exposure to
natural elements can be uncomfortable. Prolonged exposure to cold water can result in hypothermia and in extreme
cases, death and accidental drowning.
I am aware that whitewater rafting entails risks of injury or death to myself. I understand that the description of these risks
is not complete and that other unknown or unanticipated risks may result in injury or death. I agree to assume and accept
full responsibility for the risks identified herein and for those risks not specifically identified. My participation in this activity
is purely voluntary; no one is forcing me to participate, and I elect to participate in spite of the risks

I possess the following qualifications, which I understand are prerequisites to participation in this activity:
●
●
●

All minors accompanying me are 7 years old or older.
I certify that I have no medical or physical conditions which would interfere with my safety, the safety of others, or my
successful participation in this activity; or I have informed HATCH RIVER EXPEDITIONS in writing of disabilities or
medical conditions that may need special attention or preparations.
I agree to follow all instructions, rules and warnings, written or verbal.

I certify that I am fully capable of participating in this activity. Therefore, I assume full responsibility for myself, inc luding
my minor children, for bodily injury, death, and loss of personal property and expenses thereof as a result of those
inherent risks and/or of my negligence in participating in this activity.
By participating in or attending any activity in connection with this program, whether it on or off the premises, I consent to
the use of any photographs, pictures, film or videotape taken of me or provided by me for publicity, promotion, television,
websites or any other use, and expressly waive any right of privacy, compensation, copyright or other ownership right
connected to same.
I have read, understood and accepted the terms and conditions stated herein and acknowledge that this agreement shall
be effective and binding upon myself, my heirs, assigns, personal representatives, estate, and all members of my family,
including any minors accompanying me: (Both parent signatures required for minors).

ONE PARTICIPANT PER SHEET

Today’s Date: ___________________________ Launch Date: ________________________
Please Print Participant’s Name: ________________________________________________
Participant’s Signature: _______________________________________________________

IF YOU ARE A PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGNING FOR A MINOR UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE, PLEASE FILL OUT
THE SECTION BELOW:

Today’s Date: ___________________________ Launch Date: ________________________
Please Print Participant’s Name: ________________________________________________
Parent or Guardian’s Signature: _________________________________________________

Please sign and mail to:

Hatch River Expeditions
5348 E Burris Ln
Flagstaff, AZ 86004

You may also fax it to (928) 526-4703 or Scan/Email to info@hatchriverexpeditions.com
Questions? (800) 856-8966

UPPER & LOWER CANYON TRIPS
Please note:


Hiking in the Grand Canyon is a strenuous and potentially dangerous activity suitable for
only those in excellent physical condition. If you have any history of ankle, knee, hip or
other joint problems, asthma or heart-related problems, or have recently undergone
surgery, please consult your physician before attempting hiking into – or out of – the
Canyon. Temperatures typically exceed 100 degrees Fahrenheit in the summer months.

Physical training before your trip is essential.


Given that this is a group activity, it is important that you are physically able to participate with the group and be
on time. Remember that your actions can affect the group experience.



Everyone who hikes in the canyon for the first time reports that it was more difficult than they
expected. There are no easy trails into or out of the Grand Canyon.

EAT SALTY SNACKS almost as often as you drink. Balance your food intake with your fluid consumption so
that your electrolyte levels stay within a normal range.
DRINK AT LEAST THREE QUARTS of water and electrolytes. Do not wait until you feel thirsty to start
drinking and replacing electrolytes. By the time you feel thirsty, you are already dehydrated. Camelback
hydration packs work great with two backup Nalgene water bottles. Note that bottled water in individual
disposable containers is not sold in the park. You must bring refillable bottles with you.
REST at every opportunity. Three developed shade areas are located on your hike into or out of the Canyon.
KEEP your hat, bandana and long-sleeved shirt WET at water stations.
Wear a WIDE-BRIMMED HAT for sun protection.
PACK LIGHT. Take only what you need – and then double check it. Water and food should be your heaviest
items. Consider using the Hatch’s Duffel Service. Please call our office for more information.
PACE YOURSELF. A steady pace will not only prevent you from tiring too quickly, but allow you to enjoy the
scenery.
RESEARCH your trip. A Grand Canyon hike is not suitable for everybody. We encounter more difficulties with
people hiking into the Canyon than out. Make sure you read the summer hiking information on the Grand
Canyon National Park's website. http://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/hike-smart.htm
PREPARE for your hike by getting a good night's rest the night before, eating a good dinner, and avoiding
alcohol and other diuretics.
PRE-HYDRATE the night before by drinking lots of WATER.
Wear COMFORTABLE SHOES and clip your toenails to avoid “black toe” and blisters. Prepare to have SORE
MUSCLES the day after your adventure.
PLEASE READ THE ATTACHED HIKING WAIVER CAREFULLY, sign and date it, and return it to our office
prior to your trip. If you feel that you are unable to complete your hike into or out of the Canyon, please call our
office immediately.
Please bring this sheet with you to the South Rim and go over it the night before your hike.
FOR LOWER CANYON TRIPS: You will meet your hiking guide at 5:00am in front of the fireplace at the Bright
Angel Lodge. Be packed and ready to go, and have a safe hike!

GRAND CANYON HIKING ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RISK
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT CAREFULLY. If you feel that you are unable to participate
in the hike into or out of the Canyon, please call our office immediately.
I understand I am responsible for my own evacuation expenses and that my trip fare is not refundable if I
am unable to complete the Bright Angel hike into or out of the Grand Canyon.
Furthermore, I am aware that if medical evacuation becomes necessary, efforts to assist me may be
delayed during the summer months due to limited National Park Service (NPS) staff, the number of rescue
calls, NPS employee safety requirements, and limited helicopter flying capability during periods of
extreme heat or inclement weather.
I also understand hiking in the Grand Canyon is a strenuous and potentially dangerous or deadly activity
suitable for only those in excellent physical condition. I have consulted my physician about any
underlying medical conditions including but not limited to: ankle, knee, hip or other joint problems,
asthma or heart-related problems, and have been deemed by my physician to be healthy and able to
participate in this activity.
I am aware that temperatures typically exceed 100 degrees Fahrenheit in the summer months, and heat
exhaustion, heatstroke, and hyponatremia are real and potentially deadly risks when hiking into or out of
the Grand Canyon.
I also understand this is a group activity, and it is important that I am physically able to participate with
the group and be on time.

I have read the above information and I am physically capable of hiking 9.5 miles in extreme conditions.

____________________________________________________
(Signature)

___________________
(Date)

BEVERAGE ORDER FORM
Please fax, email or mail your beverage order directly to Lees Ferry Anglers-Cliff Dwellers Lodge at least 6 weeks prior
to your trip. Should you need to get in touch with them, their phone numbers are 800-962-9755 or 928-355-2261.
Fax: 1-928-355-2271
Email: anglers@leesferry.com
Mailing address: Cliff Dwellers Lodge / HC 67 Box 30 / Marble Canyon, AZ 86036

Name_____________________________________________ Phone Number_________________________
Launch Date _______________ Are you hiking in (lower canyon trip)? _____ Hike in Date ______________
BEVERAGES

COST QTY

TOTAL

IMPORTED
STELLA ARTOIS 10PK
CORONA 12PK
HEINEKEN 12PK
TECATE 12PK

$18.95
$15.95
$15.95
$12.95

____
____
____
____

________
________
________
________

$15.95
$15.95
S. NEVADA NOONER 12PK $15.95
FAT TIRE 12PK
$15.95
BLUE MOON 12PK
$16.95
UPSLOPE MIX 12pk
$19.95
G. CANYON AMBER 6PK $9.95
KILT LIFTER SCOTTISH 6PK $9.95
TROUT SLAYER WHEAT 6PK $9.95

____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

PREMIUM
NEW CASTLE 10PK
SIERRA NEVADA 12PK

DOMESTICS
BUDWEISER 6PK
BUDWEISER 12PK
BUDWEISER 24PK
BUD LITE 6PK
BUD LITE 12PK
BUD LITE 24PK
BUD LITE LIME 12PK
COORS 6PK
COORS 18PK
COORS LITE 6PK
COORS LITE 18PK
MILLER LITE 12PK
REDD’S CIDER 12PK

$6.95
$12.95
$24.95
$6.95
$12.95
$24.95
$12.95
$6.95
$18.95
$6.95
$18.95
$12.95
$13.95
PABST BLUE RIBBON 12PK $9.95

____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

BLACK BOX WINE 3LT
MERLOT
$25.95
CABERNET SAUVIGNON $25.95
CHARDONNAY
$25.95
PINOT GRIGIO
$25.95
MALBEC
$25.95

____
____
____
____
____

________
________
________
________
________

BEVERAGES
LIQUOR/1 Liter
JOHNNY WALKER RED
GLEN MORANG
MCLELLEND SCOTCH
TANQUERAY
GORDONS GIN
CAPT. MORGAN
GORDONS VODKA
JACK DANIELS
SAUZA SILVER TEQ
ABSOLUTE
BACARDI LITE
EARLY TIMES
MAKERS MARK
JIM BEAM
CROWN ROYAL
SEAGRAM’S SEVEN

COST

QTY

TOTAL

$36.00
$68.00
$30.00
$36.00
$15.00
$26.00
$14.00
$32.00
$15.00
$34.00
$24.00
$15.00
$39.00
$26.00
$40.00
$25.00

____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

SODA BY 6/PACK
PEPSI 6 PK
DIET PEPSI 6 PK
COKE 6 PK
DIET COKE 6 PK
DR PEPPER 6 PK
DIET DR PEPPER 6 PK
SIERRA MIST 6 PK
DIET SIERRA MIST 6 PK
MTN DEW 6 PK
ROOT BEER 6 PK
GINGER ALE 6 PK
BRISK ICED TEA 6 PK
SODA WATER 6 PK
TONIC WATER 6PK

$3.75
$3.75
$3.75
$3.75
$3.75
$3.75
$3.75
$3.75
$3.75
$3.75
$3.75
$3.75
$3.75
$3.75

____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

TOTAL OF ORDER

$__________

Launch Date is the day when your boat will leave Lees Ferry (river
mile 0) which is the starting point for full and upper canyon trips.

Please Type or Print Carefully!
METHOD OF PAYMENT
MC ( ) VISA ( ) AMEX ( ) DISCOVER ( )
NAME ON CARD ___________________________________
CARD NUMBER ___________________________________
CVS _____________ EXP. DATE ___________
Please note: Arizona Sales Tax is added and charged to your card upon
fulfillment of order. Charges applied to your credit card will show up as
charged by Lees Ferry Anglers-Cliff Dwellers Lodge. Checks are accepted,
however in order to calculate an accurate total including AZ state tax please
call Cliff Dwellers at 928-355-2261. Prices are subject to change without notice.

If you are on the FULL or UPPER Canyon trip, you are
responsible for picking up your beverage order the morning of
your launch date.
If you are on the LOWER Canyon trip, your Hatch guides will
pick up your beverage order on the launch date (this is a few
days prior to your hike in date). Your Hike in Date is when
you hike down Bright Angel trail. You will have access to your
beverages once you reach the raft (river mile 89).
It is very important that you put the correct launch date and
inform Hatch that you have submitted a beverage order.
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Hatch Duffel Service
Hatch River Expeditions highly recommends using our duffel service to
transport your bags before your expeditions so that they will meet you with
the raft at the bottom of the Canyon. It is not mandatory and you are
welcome to carry your own gear. Remember that your trip will begin with a
9.5 mile hike down the Bright Angel Trail. Our hiking guides note that most
guests who carry their gear wish they had packed lighter or used the duffel
service.
If you decide to use the Hatch Duffel Service, please first notify our office
staff so we can note it in your reservation. Below are the directions for
mailing your parcel to the Hatch Warehouse.






We recommend shipping with UPS. Please do not use FedEx. UPS might say that they do not
ship to box numbers. Simply tell them to call our office at (800)856-8966 and we will okay the
shipping. It is a rural community and we know our UPS drivers well so they will bring it to the
correct location. We need them to arrive 2-3 days prior to your trips launch date.
*Please note your launch date is different than your hike in date.
The address is:
Hatch Warehouse
HC-67 Box 35
(If they ask: N Highway 89A Milepost 547)
Marble Canyon, AZ 86036
On the package, please fill out the portion below and tape it to your parcel (if using a box or
package). Make sure the same information is on your duffel (duct tape is an easy way to do
this). If you are sending multiple parcels, make sure each one is labeled. The key information
is name, launch date and hike in date. Your launch date is different than your hike in
date. Call us if you have any questions and we can verify for you.

DUFFEL SERVICE
Name:
Launch Date:

Hike-In Date:
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Transportation and Lodging
Transportation Options
Flying from Las Vegas to the South Rim
$$$

If you fly to Las Vegas, Nevada (LAS) the day before your trip, schedule a flight to the South Rim
of Grand Canyon, Arizona. Bar 10 Transportation arranges these flights for you. Please contact
Bar 10 Transportation for availability and pricing. In general, the flight from Boulder Terminal
departs at 6:15 AM & 12:30 PM and will arrive in approximately half an hour at the Grand Canyon
Airport. After arrival, you will need to call a cab to take you to your hotel.**
Bar 10 Transportation

(800) 582-4139

www.bar10transport.com

If you choose this option, return air transportation to Las Vegas is included in the cost of your trip

Driving to the South Rim
$
You can drive your car to the South Rim and park it for the duration of the trip in the long-term
parking lot near the Bright Angel Trailhead. Look for the Backcountry parking lot. If you are flying into
Flagstaff (FLG), it is a 1.5 hour drive to the South Rim. If you are flying into Phoenix (PHX), it is a 3.5 hour
drive. Both airports provide rental car service.

If you choose this option, return air transportation to the South Rim is included in the cost of your trip
** Upon return, you will need to take a taxi from the Grand Canyon Airport back to your car inside the park. They
are on call 24 hours. Go to Grand Canyon Airlines terminal and use their phone to make arrangements. Call the
taxi at (928) 638-2822. Charge is a minimum $10 for 1-2 people + $5 for each additional person. No charge for
children 16 and under if accompanied by an adult. The taxi accepts CASH ONLY.
Please remember to take with you your National Park Pass or park entrance fee receipt, which is valid for 7 days.
The park entrance fee is an additional $6 per person unless you have a park pass of some sort.

Lodging
It is necessary to stay at the South Rim the night before your hike into Grand Canyon. Reservations for all South
Rim lodges -- including the Bright Angel Lodge & Cabins, El Tovar Hotel, Thunderbird Lodge, Maswick Lodge or
Yavapai Lodge – can be arranged through Xanterra Parks and Resorts. All of these lodges are within walking
distance of the Bright Angel Trailhead.
Xanterra Parks and Resorts
(taxi, hotel)

(888) 297-2757
(928) 638-2631

(Continued)

www.Grandcanyonlodges.com
email: reserve-gcsr@xanterra.com

Camping
Camping is available at the South Rim at Mather Campground. It is also possible to camp at Phantom Ranch or
at the Bright Angel Campground the night before your trip departure. Reservations for campgrounds are made
through the National Reservation Recreation Service.
National Reservation Recreation Service

(877) 444-6777

www.recreation.gov

Your Hiking Guide
You will need to check in with your hiking guide, a Hatch employee, in front of the fireplace at the Bright Angel
Lodge at exactly 5:00 AM. It is important you arrive on time ready to go. You will then begin your hike down the
Bright Angel Trail to meet your Lower Canyon rafting expedition. If you choose to hike down earlier, please
indicate so on your “Personal Information Sheet,” so your guide is not waiting for you to begin the hike. Should
you arrive late, your guide will wait for you until 5:30 AM and then run sweep for the remaining group.
Not only is it important that you condition your body for the hike, but it is equally important you familiarize yourself
with the Bright Angel Trail route. Please consider buying travel insurance. If you injure yourself on the way down,
helicopter evacuation is the only option and it is expensive.
The Grand Canyon Village Grocery Store, located in the Grand Canyon Village, has available for purchase such
items as breakfast food, water, snacks and toiletries. Their summer hours are 8 AM to 7 PM daily. Your hike
begins at 5:00 AM so plan accordingly.
At The End of Your Trip
On the last day of your trip, the helicopter** will start flights out of the canyon at 7:00 AM to Bar 10 Ranch. There,
you will be given a boarding pass for the fixed-wing aircraft to continue your journey.
If you are flying to Las Vegas, you will be shuttled from Boulder Terminal to McCarran Airport and arrive at
approximately 1:00 PM. Please do not schedule flights out of Las Vegas until after 3:00 PM.
If you are flying to the South Rim, you will arrive at approximately 11:00 AM.
Please remember: The airline requires all passengers 18 and older to carry a current, government-issued
photo ID when they board the plane at Bar 10 Ranch. Arrival times are estimates and subject to change.
** Launches after September 15th will hike out at Whitmore Wash and be transported to Bar 10 Ranch for
the flight to Las Vegas, South Rim, Marble Canyon or Page.

(Continued)

Grand Canyon Area Map

Lees Ferry at
Marble Canyon
(River Mile 0)
Whitmore Wash
Bar 10 Ranch
(River Mile 188)

Bright Angel Trail Map

Phantom
Ranch
(River Mile 89)

South Rim Grand Canyon Village Map
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IMPORTANT HIKING INFORMATION
Please note:


Hiking in the Grand Canyon is a strenuous and potentially dangerous activity suitable for only those
in excellent physical condition. If you have any history of ankle, knee, hip or other joint problems,
asthma or heart-related problems, or have recently undergone surgery, please consult your physician
before attempting hiking into – or out of – the Canyon. Temperatures typically exceed 100 degrees
Fahrenheit in the summer months. Physical training before your trip is essential.



Given that this is a group activity, it is important that you are physically able to participate with the group and be on time.
Remember that your actions can affect the group experience



Everyone who hikes in the canyon for the first time reports that it was more difficult than they expected. There are no easy
trails into or out of the Grand Canyon.

EAT twice as much as you normally would. Pack SALTY SNACKS.
DRINK AT LEAST THREE QUARTS of water and electrolytes. Camelback hydration packs work great with
two backup Nalgene water bottles.
REST at every opportunity. Three developed shade areas are located on your hike into or out of the Canyon.
Consider carrying an UMBRELLA for sun protection.
KEEP your hat, bandana and long-sleeved shirt WET at water stations.
Wear a WIDE-BRIMMED HAT for sun protection.

Please note: You will be
responsible for carrying your
own personal items.
If you would like assistance consider
booking Hatch’s Duffel Service.

PACK LIGHT. Take only what you need – and then double check it.
PACE YOURSELF. A steady pace will not only prevent you from tiring too quickly, but allow you to enjoy the
scenery.
RESEARCH your trip. A Grand Canyon hike is not suitable for everybody. We encounter more difficulties with
folks hiking into the Canyon than out.
PREPARE for your hike by getting a good night’s rest the night before, eating a good dinner and avoiding alcohol
and other diuretics.
PRE-HYDRATE the night before by drinking lots of WATER.
Wear COMFORTABLE SHOES and clip your toenails to avoid “black toe” and blisters. Prepare to have SORE
MUSCLES the day after your adventure.
Speaking of adventure, most importantly bring a GOOD ATTITUDE and prepare to have FUN on the Colorado
River.

Frequently Asked Questions







WHERE CAN I LOCATE MY GUEST CONFIRMATION NUMBER AND BALANCE
DUE DATE? This information can be located in the top, right-hand corner of your
invoice. All balances are due 120 days prior to your trip launch date.
WHAT ARE THE HIKES LIKE? Keep in mind most trails are not maintained.
Typically, a trip includes between two to three hikes per day rated somewhere
between “moderate” to “strenuous” in category and length. Your guides will describe
trail conditions before leaving and you can decide whether you want to participate.
(Hiking into – or out of – the canyon via the Bright Angel Trail requires a person to
have no joint problems and to be extremely physically fit. See Hiking
Acknowledgement of Risk Form for more information)
WHAT ARE THE RAPIDS LIKE? Rapids are a definite highlight of the trip. Though we are in a desert climate, the water
can range from 47-52 degrees Fahrenheit. There are around 100 rapids between Lees Ferry and Whitmore Wash (the
full 188 river miles) but much of your time on the rafts will be spent on flat water between rapids. Most rapids last from
around 15-60 seconds though some can take longer. The Colorado River’s rapids are rated on a 1-10 scale instead of
the classic I-V but most rapids are comparable to a type III with a few type IVs in the mix.
WHAT IS THE CAMPING LIKE? Our goal is to accommodate our guests in their needs ranging from the experienced
hiker to the first time camper. Depending on the layout of the day, rafts will generally pull into camp between 4 and 5
PM. The first task at hand will be forming a fire line of sorts and unloading all guest gear off the rafts and onto the beach.
Once this group effort concludes, guests may grab their dry bags and head off to select the perfect camping spot. Most
of the time we recommend sleeping under the stars so this might be the perfect time to lay out the provided ground cloth
and set up our brand new comfy cots or pads if you are on an oar powered trip. We recommend leaving all sleeping
bags and pillows in the closed dry bag until you get ready for sleep just in case any curious critters decide to make
themselves at home. Three person tents are also available per two guests.
You will find camps ranging from sandy beaches to rocky ledges and some can be a bit tricky to traverse because of the
topography. Regardless of camp site, expect to find a significant amount of sand to accompany you.












A portable toilet called the groover will be set up first thing in camp and will be the last thing taken down before leaving
camp. It is set up in a more remote area to provide privacy. All urine will go directly in the river unless the terrain or
safety (e.g. its dark!) does not permit at which point you may go directly in the groover. Our guides will review with you
how the bathrooms work on the first day of your trip.
WHAT ABOUT MY DIETARY RESTRICTIONS? Vegetarian and other options will be accommodated to the best of our
ability. We can accommodate some dietary restrictions but remember that this is a wilderness expedition so limited
vendors, space on the raft, cookware and time makes accommodating all dietary preferences difficult. Guides simply do
not have the time to make multiple meals every evening as it can severely limit time spent exploring the Canyon. Make
sure to discuss your needs with our office staff when making a reservation.
DO I REALLY NEED TO PACK RAIN GEAR? Yes. Did you hear how cold the water can be (47-52 degrees)? The
Colorado River can prove chilly in the morning, even during summer. Rain gear also provides rain protection during the
Arizona monsoon, which brings periodic thunder showers in June, July and August. No ponchos please.
WHEN AND WHERE DO WE MEET?
o For Full/Upper Canyon Only: If you are flying in the night before, we will pick you up at Marble Canyon airstrip
and you will be transferred to your motel. The next morning, our van shuttle will pick you up in front of the Cliff
Dwellers Lodge restaurant at 8:30am. If you are flying in the morning your trip launches, we will pick you up at
Marble Canyon Trading Post at 9:00.
o For Lower Canyon Only: Please be on time to meet our hiking guide at 5:00am in front of the fireplace at
Bright Angel Lodge for check in and instructions. Make sure you are packed and ready to hike.
WHAT ABOUT MY VALUABLES? We recommend you leave electronics at home. Your wallet, credit cards and
traveler’s checks can be placed in Ziploc bags and stored in the bottom of your night bag. Please remember: The
airline requires all passengers 18 and older to carry a valid, government-issued photo ID when they board the
plane at the end of their trip at Bar 10 Ranch. You may want to have a small amount of money available in your day
gear in the event your trip stops at Phantom Ranch to purchase souvenirs and postcards. For Upper and Lower trips, if
you are taking a taxi at the South Rim, they accept CASH ONLY.
IS THERE CELL SERVICE? There is usually good cell service at both Cliff Dwellers Lodge and the South Rim. Beyond
that, don’t count on it. Bar 10 Ranch does not have cell service. As stated above, we do not recommend bringing
electronics at all. We understand that some people want to have them handy upon return and will take a chance with
them on the river. If you do this, make sure your device is waterproof or in a good waterproof bag in the middle of you
night duffel and be careful. The elements can be unkind to electronics in the Canyon.
DO I HAVE TO CARRY MY OWN GEAR WHILE HIKING BRIGHT ANGEL TRAIL? You are responsible for carrying
your own personal gear when hiking into/out of the canyon. Hatch does offer a UPS duffel service. On Upper Canyon
trips guests leave their duffel with the boat prior to the hike out. It will be mailed back to you at the end of the trip (5-10

days later) and you will be charged just for the shipping costs. Lower Canyon trip guests must send their duffel via UPS
to our warehouse 8-10 days prior to their trip date. Your bag will meet you with the raft at the bottom of the Canyon.
Inquire with our office staff if you are considering this option and we can reserve this service for you.
IS THE GUIDE GRATUITY INCLUDED IN THE PRICE OF MY TRIP? No. Guide gratuity is greatly appreciated & at
your discretion. A suggested guideline is 8-10% of your trip cost. Cash & checks (made out to head boatman) should be
given to the trip leader who will divide it equally among the crew. We cannot accept credit cards for tips.
WHAT HAPPENS ON THE FINAL DAY OF THE TRIP?
o For Full/Lower Canyon Only: On the last morning, we will fly you out of the Grand Canyon by helicopter
starting at 7am, and transfer you to a fixed-wing aircraft at Bar 10 Ranch. Upon your arrival at Bar 10 Ranch,
you will be asked to present photo identification for your connecting flight. Depending on your flight time, you
may be able to take a shower at the Bar 10 Ranch.
 If you fly back to Las Vegas, you will arrive at Boulder Terminal where you will be shuttled to McCarran
International Airport. You will arrive between noon and 1:00 PM.
 If you fly back to Marble Canyon or Page, you will arrive at approximately 10:30 AM.

If you fly back to the South Rim, you will arrive at approximately 11 AM.
o For Upper Canyon Only: On the final day of your trip, you will fill your water bottles, collect your lunch and gear
and begin your guided hike out of the Grand Canyon between 6:00 and 7:00 AM via the Bright Angel Trail.




Recommended Reading and Videos
GENERAL







“The Colorado River in
Grand Canyon - River Map
& Guide” by Larry Stevens
“Belknaps: Grand Canyon
River Guide” by Bill
Belknap, Loie Belknap
Evans, Lynn Evans Peesel,
Meribeth Riffey and Douglas
W. Schwartz
“The Grand Canyon Reader”
edited by Lance Newman
“Grand Cayon: The Complete
Guide” by James Kaiser

GEOLOGY:


“Grand Canyon Geology,” by
Stanley S. Buess



“Carving the Grand Canyon:
Evidence, Theories &
Mystery,” by Wayne Ranney





“An Introduction to Grand
Canyon Geology,” by Greer
L. Price
“Ancient Landscapes of the
Colorado Plateau,” by Ron
Blakey and Wayne Ranney

RIVER RAFTING:

CONTEMPORARY HISTORY:



“The Emerald Mile”, by
Kevin Fedarko



“Riverman: the Story of
Bus Hatch,” by Roy Webb



“There’s This River – Grand
Canyon Boatman Stories”, by
Christa Sadler





“Sunk Without a Sound”, by
Brad Dimock

“A Story that Stands Like a
Dam: Glen Canyon and the
Struggle for the Soul of the
West,” by Russell Martin





“Breaking into the Current:
Boatwomen of the Grand
Canyon”, by Louise Teal

“The Colorado River;
Flowing Through Conflict,”
by Jonathan Waterman





“Over the Edge: Death in
Grand Canyon”, by Thomas
M. Meyers & Michael P.
Ghiglieri

“The Exploration of the
Colorado River and its
Canyons,” by John Wesley
Powell

NATIVE AMERICAN
HISTORY:




ECOLOGY:


“An Introduction to Grand
Canyon Prehistory,” by
Christopher Coder

“An Introduction to Grand
Canyon Ecology,” by Rose
Houk



“I am the Grand Canyon; The
Story of the Havasupai
People,” by Stephen Hirst

“A Field Guide to the Grand
Canyon,” by Stephen
Whitney



“River and Desert Plants of
the Grand Canyon,” By
Kristin Huisinga, Lori
Makarick, and Kate Watters



“Grand Canyon National
Park; A Natural History
Guide,” by Jeremy Schmidt



“Diné: A History of the
Navajos,” by Peter Iverson



“Book of the Hopi: the First
Revelation of the Hopi’s
Historical and Religious
Worldview of Life,” by Frank
Waters



“About the Hualapai
Nation,” by The Hualapai
Department of Cultural
Resources



“The Paiute,” by Frank W.
Porter



More suggestions available

VIDEOS:


“River Runners of the Grand
Canyon”, by Don Briggs

Oar Trip
Gear Checklist
Day Gear
 Small backpack or camelback for hikes
 Rain Gear, waterproof - 2 piece
- Those splashes are cold so 2 piece rain gear is
a must. Test before trip. No ponchos.

 Swimsuit
- Great to wear under clothing. We recommend a 2
piece for women for logistical reasons.







Sunscreen
SPF Lip Balm
2 Unbreakable water bottles
2 sturdy carabiners (not keychain style)
Recreational sport sandals – good traction/soles
- Example: Chaco or Teva. Break them in pre-trip

 Lightweight, synthetic hiking shoes
- Pair with socks for hikes where sandals won’t cut it.

Night Gear
 Medium soft-sided duffle bag
-

 Quick-dry shorts
 Lightweight long pants
 T-shirt’s
-








Underwear
Lightweight fleece jacket
Pajamas
Headlamp or flashlight with extra batteries
Government-issued photo I.D. (18+), Credit &
Insurance Card (In case of medical evacuation)

 Cash or personal checks for Phantom Ranch &
Bar 10 purchases, Taxi at South Rim (Upper &
Lower Trips), Gratuities - Guide gratuity is greatly
appreciated & at your discretion. A suggested
guideline is 8-10% of your trip cost. Cash &
checks (made out to your head boatman) should
be given to the trip leader who will divide it equally
among the crew. We cannot accept credit cards.

- Great to wear under sandals to keep water out

 Sunglasses with retention string
- Polarized if your eyes are sensitive

- If you have systemic anaphylactic reaction to food or
insect stings, please carry two EPI-kits

 ***April, May & September see reverse for extra items
- Optional Waterproof
or
waterproofed
camera


 Camp towel
 Medication
 Toiletries
-

- Extra memory & battery power (charging available)

 Gloves for sun/hot rocks/loading rafts/holding ropes
 Bandana or Buff

Hike-In & Hike-Out passengers only:
You may want to bring a medium sized, internal-frame backpack instead of
the medium duffel bag for carrying your gear in or out of the Canyon. Consider
using Hatch’s duffel service to lighten your load. Call for details.
Consider hiking boots, good socks & collapsible hiking poles for the hike.
We recommend a minimum of 3 one quart water bottles for the hike. More if
you prefer.

Day Dry Bag (provided by
Hatch): At your orientation, Hatch
will provide you with a water-resistant
dry bag for your day gear. This bag is
8” in diameter and 20” tall for a
total volume of 16 L. Inside this bag
you will place your small backpack
and any items you will want available
to you on the raft including rain gear,
camera, sunscreen, etc. Your day
gear will be secured next to you for
ready access on the boat but
remember this bag is not a backpack
to be used on your day hikes.

Light weight, moisture wicking. Not cotton
Long-sleeve shirt

 Neoprene or Quick dry Socks

 Sun hat with retention clip
 Medication needed during daytime

(~12”x12”x24”)



Very Important: Good lotion & hand salve for
dryness in the Canyon; Toothbrush,
toothpaste & dental floss; soap; biodegradable
shampoo & conditioner; deodorant; feminine
hygiene products; baby wipes; contact solution
(due to elements, disposable contacts or
glasses are recommended); nail clippers/file ;
tissues; Ladies only: female urinal or pee pod
***Apr, May & Sept see reverse for extra items

- Optional  Sarong or other cover-up
 Comfortable camp footwear
 Comfortable cotton clothing (socks, t-shirts)

Night Dry Bag (provided
by Hatch): Also at orientation
Hatch will provide you with a waterresistant dry bag for your night gear.
This bag is 13” in diameter and 25”
tall for a total volume of 57 L. You
will place your medium sized duffel
bag directly inside this bag. You will
then roll down the top of the bag and
clip it closed to keep gear from getting
wet. You will have access to this night
bag only at camp.

Please Note: Personal gear (Day + Night) is limited to 25lbs per person due to aircraft regulations & raft space.

Items provided by Hatch River Expeditions






Water-resistant night dry bag (13” in diameter x 25” tall) for sleep kit and personal duffle bag
Water-resistant day dry bag (8” in diameter x 20” tall) for your personal items and backpack
All eating utensils and souvenir Hatch mug
All meals and beverages during your rafting trip excluding soda & alcohol
Camping gear for use on the river

*Please note that the guides will demonstrate camp setup at the first camp but you will be responsible for setup on subsequent evenings.

-

3 person tent for 2 people
Camp Chairs
Sleep Kit including a 2” vinyl foam pad, freshly laundered sleeping bag and sheet, standard
sized pillow, and ground cloth

Beverages
We will always have water and either lemonade or Gatorade available on the boat and at camp. Coffee, tea
juice and milk will be served with breakfast. Additional drinks may be purchased and brought on the rafting
trips. You can pre-order drinks with the Beverage Order Sheet from Cliff Dwellers Lodge or you may purchase
and bring your own. Clients are responsible for picking up their beverage orders from Cliff Dwellers the
morning of their trip** Please avoid bringing any glass bottles. To keep your drinks cool, you will pull out what
you want for the day and will put them in mesh drag bags attached to the boat. Consider labeling them as your
own. Please note: Most guests wish they had purchased more beverages. Please plan accordingly.
**“Lower Canyon” only– please indicate that you ordered from Cliff Dwellers on your forms so we will pick up & transport them for you.

Valuables
As noted above, you will want to bring photo ID (18+), credit card, insurance card (in case of evacuation) and
cash/check for gratuities. Also, for Upper/Lower trips if you are taking a taxi, they are CASH ONLY. All other
valuables should be left safely at home.

Weather

Weather in the canyon can sometimes be unpredictable. Please note that springtime can be quite windy.
Though it is usually quite warm there is always the possibility of cold weather or thunderstorms.
Thunderstorms, or monsoons, can happen anytime throughout the day and often they pass within 15 minutes.
That being said, being prepared is still very important. We recommend checking the weather in the days
leading up to your trip (Try weather.gov and type in Phantom Ranch, AZ or Indian Garden, AZ).
April, May & September are colder months. You should pack these items if booked during those times:
 Stocking Cap or Beanie
 Mid to heavy weight fleece jacket
 Long underwear (either polypropylene or wool for their quick dry properties)
 Extra layers and long pants. It is better to over pack than under pack during the cold season.
Please Note: This list is intended to be used only as a guide. Some
guests might prefer to skip some items or to bring others instead. If
you are unsure at all, please call or email our office staff with ANY
questions you may have.

Check out our Pinterest Board for gear suggestions:
http://pinterest.com/hatchriver/great-gear-stuff/

